
OFF GRID LIVING 
by Christine Tailer 



Our New Philosophy 
smaller really is better 

less really is more 



 
STRAIGHT CREEK VALLEY FARM 

GEORGETOWN, OHIO 
 
 

Sixty three acres of creek valley with ten tillable acres of bottom land. 



Χ ŀƴ hƭŘ ¢ƻōŀŎŎƻ .ŀǊƴ 



No Utility or Telephone Lines 



Small Weekend Retreat 



Our 388 square feet 



Outhouse 



Out Houses Are Illegal! 

We decided to be proper and get all the necessary permits 
 
 - Building 
 - Septic 
 - Plumbing 
 - But no electric! 
 
 ²ƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘƘƻǳǎŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ Χ 
 
Perhaps we should all sign petitions and start an outhouse 
movement Χours was/is? cleaner than most public facilities! 



Weather Station 



Weather Station Details 

Vantage Pro2, manufactured by Davis Instruments 
 - ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ŏƻǎǘ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ Ϸфлл 
 - wǳƴǎ ƻŦŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǇƻǿŜǊ 
 - Battery operated indoor console 
 - inside and outside temperature 
 - wind speed and direction 
 - rainfall and rate 
 - barometric pressure 
 - solar radiation 
 - records and graphs the various data functions    
   for up to a year. 



Started with Two Solar Panels 



SOLAR PANEL DETAILS 

Kyocera solar modules  
 - Cost $500 each ($400) 
 - virtually maintenance-free 
 - Kyocera began researching 
    photovoltaics in 1975  
 - ideal for charging storage 
    batteries to power remote 
    homes, recreational    
    ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΣ ōƻŀǘǎ Χ  
Four panels total 500 watts 
Eight Panels total 1000 watts 
 
 



Wind Charger 

-Air-X 
-Cost  $510 excluding tower 
- tower cost $1,200 
- 400 watt in  28 mph wind                   
- starts at wind of 7 mph 
- 12 volt 
- Auto shut off at 14.1 volts 
- Auto shut off in excess wind 
- прΩ ǘŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǊƻǘƻǊ 



Tower 

No doubt about it, we love our 580 D backhoe. 



Bees   

Six trips to the hive each year 



Gardening 

.ǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƻƴ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘǎ Χ 
!ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ Χ 





For The Past Five Years 
Living Off Grid 

Whole energy system cost approximately $11,300 
     -  $1,200 for wood stove heat source 
     -  $3,500 for eight solar panels 
     -  $   500 for wind charger 
     -  $1,200 for tower 
     -  $3,600 for six Discover green batteries 
     -  $   750 for Outback charge controller 
     -  $   350 for 3500 watt inverter  
                               TOTAL $ 11,300 
At $2,260 per year  ($188 per month) we have already paid it 

off in savings and are now living for free!!!! 



Wood Stove Heat 

Vermont Castings Intrepid II 


